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MEETING OF OCTOBER 6, 2015 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
THRU: Don Marr, Chief of Staff  
  
FROM: Connie Edmonston, Parks and Recreation Director  
 
DATE: September 25, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Real Estate Contract with Apple Seeds, Inc. to purchase house on 

2648 Old Wire Road by Gulley Park in the amount of $200,000.00 and approval 
of two acres Land Lease Agreement in Gulley Park 

 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Approval of a Real Estate Contract with Apple Seeds, Inc. to purchase a house on 2648 Old 
Wire Road by Gulley Park in the amount of $200,000 and approval of a two acres Land Lease 
Agreement in Gulley Park. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
On September 15, 2015, City Council approved Resolution 165-15 authorizing a contract with 
Real Assets, Inc. to represent the City in selling approximately 1.25 acres of city-owned real 
property on Old Wire Road near Gulley Park for a six percent (6%) commisssion.  The houses 
were listed at the appraised values or best offer as follows:  $111,500.00 for 2634 Old Wire Road 
and $218,500.000 for 2648 Old Wire Road.  The City has followed the Sale of Municipal Owned 
Property as outlined in City Ordinance §34.27 Sale of Municipally Owned Real Property. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City has received two offers for the property on 2648 Old Wire Road that includes a house 
and shop building on a 0.75 acre lot.  The first offer was received on September 16, 2015 for 
$136,000.00.  The City rejected this offer.  On September 17, 2015 an offer in the amount of 
$200,000.00 was received from Apple Seeds, Inc. This offer was contingent upon receiving 
suitable in-house financing; execution of a lease for two acres in Gulley Park adjacent to this 
property for a teaching farm; approval of a conditional use permit for the operation of a limited 
business on the property by the Planning Commission; and satisfactory inspection of the 
property by the buyer.   
 
Apple Seeds, Inc. intentions are to purchase the house and shop building, as well as lease two 
acres adjacent in Gulley Park for the establishment of the Apple Seeds Teaching Farm.  Their 
offer for the property is dependent upon City Council’s approval of leasing the two acres.  The 
teaching farm is an integral part of their mission and business in which school-age children will 
learn and experience how to garden.  Their program will utilize the house and shop building as 
an extended teaching classroom and “healthy” cooking area.   
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Apple Seeds, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  Their mission statement is:  “Apple 
Seeds inspires healthy living through garden-based education”.  Their mission reinforces our 
Parks and Recreation “Be Active” initiative by encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle, plus it 
promotes the City’s mission to provide a diversified parks system.  
 
A master plan for the additional ten acres of newly acquired land at Gulley Park has not been 
developed at this point in time.  Park and Recreation Staff worked with Apple Seeds to identify 
land for the two acres teaching farm that would complement the remaining acres in the park.  
The City Attorney’s office drafted a lease agreement similar in nature to the lease at Lake 
Fayetteville Park with the Botanical Gardens of the Ozarks.  The agreement is for a 20 year 
lease in which Apple Seeds as part of this consideration would provide free access to the 
teaching farm for all Fayetteville residents on Saturdays from 9 am until noon during the 
garden’s growing season of March through October.  In addition, they will provide two free 
public Garden-Based Educational Workshops each year.  The City believes leasing two acres of 
Gulley Park will be an excellent opportunity for a partnership with a local non-profit organization 
that is helping us to build a healthier community.  If the offer for sale and land lease agreement 
are both approved by City Council, the conditional use permit will be presented at the October 
26, 2015 Planning Commission meeting.   
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT: 
Cost for the real estate broker’s services will be taken out of the closing costs for the sale of the 
home.  Staff will bring forward recognition of these revenues for a park project in the near future 
for City Council’s consideration.   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Staff Review Form 
Property Location Map 
City Attorney Memo 
Real Estate Contract with Apple Seeds, Inc. 
Apple Seeds Proposal to the City 
Apple Seeds, Inc. Land Lease Agreement 
Apple Seeds Board Minutes 
Apple Seeds Land Lease Agreement Map 
Resolution 165-15:  Real Assets, Inc. Contract 
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Apple Seeds Request for Consideration 
 

                
 
Apple Seeds would like to request that the city of Fayetteville consider our request 
to enhance the park system with teaching gardens.  
 

1. Apple Seeds would like to purchase 2648 Old Wire property.  
2. Apple Seeds would like to lease ($1/year) 2 acres of the new Gulley Park 

Acquisition for Teaching Gardens. Apple Seeds would be responsible for all 
upkeep and utilities. 

 
Apple Seeds currently operates a Teaching Farm on land owned by a community 
supporter. We are in need of a sustainable location with adjacent property that the 
organization owns for infrastructure, offices, teaching kitchen, and storage.  
 
Mission Statement: 
Apple Seeds inspires healthy living through garden-based education. 

   
 
 



Apple Seeds is a non-profit organization based in Fayetteville, AR that works 
to educate and excite children about healthy food while increasing access to 
healthy food in schools. Our mission is to inspire healthy living through garden-
based education. Apple Seeds offers experiential learning activities through school 
garden programs, farm to table cooking classes, student-run farmer’s markets, 
and Farm Lab (field trips) at our Teaching Farm. Apple Seeds also integrates a 
nutrition-based curriculum into all of its activities and materials. Our program 
increases exposure to healthy foods in a positive atmosphere, empowers students 
with knowledge about healthy foods, and inspires students to try new fruits and 
vegetables. By starting at the school level, students are equipped with tools and 
knowledge to make healthy decisions now, which lead to healthy decisions as adults. 
The overarching goal is to enable and empower students to actively choose life-long 
healthy eating habits.  
 
 
The Need in Fayetteville: 
 
Northwest Arkansas faces both hunger and obesity. Children in food insecure 
families are especially vulnerable to obesity due to the additional risk factors 
associated with poverty, including limited access to healthy and affordable foods.  
 
49% of Arkansas adolescents report consuming fruits/vegetables less than 
one time a day. (CDC-State indicator report on fruits and vegetables, 2013). 
 
There is a clear need to reconnect our young students and families with fresh fruits 
and vegetables. There is strong evidence that gardens increase participating 
children’s vegetable consumption and willingness to try new vegetables (Langellotto 
2012, Scherr 2013, Ratcliffe 2011, Parmer 2009, McAleese 2007, Murphy 2003).  
 
Among students who participate in our programs, we have seen an increase in 
positive attitudes toward healthy food.  Recent data shows that 41% of Apple 
Seeds students replicated a healthy snack at home after attending our 
student-run market program.  
 
Goals: 
Apple Seeds currently reaches around 4,000 students a year. We reach 1,000 
students through Farm Lab and we host 25 student-run farmers markets a year at 3 
sites. We provide fresh food to the Fayetteville Public School System. We assist 20 
schools a year is supporting and sustaining their school gardens. Our goal is to reach 
all of the towns of Northwest Arkansas reaching 10,000 students a year. Our goal is 
for students to have access to healthy food as well as the skills to prepare their own 
healthy snacks and meals. 
 
Benefits to the City of Fayetteville: 
Apple Seeds’ mission reinforces the City of Fayetteville’s Be Active initiative by 
encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle. The Teaching Farm Project also supports 

http://ucce.ucdavis.edu/files/repositoryfiles/ca6701p30-99928.pdf
http://api.ning.com/files/Hd3XFwJhO4NZ2yEroyYpmM9SWd-Hm36dOX6lIm4NE9Lp6P0HI-XhaRvAjvohXmHteHQ7Z-9GxVylLYDN2Y-bgedbWu0IIDyq/EvaluationoftheEdibleSchoolyard.pdf


the Parks and Recreation’s mission for a diversified park system – this project is the 
only if its kind in Northwest Arkansas. Our current Teaching Farm is a beautiful 
evidence of our visionary planning and our high degree of importance placed on 
aesthetics. 
 
Additional benefits to the City of Fayetteville include: 

• Increase the beauty of Gulley Park 
• Open tours to residents during designated hours 
• 2 Garden Workshops/year open to community 
• Unique park feature that displays the values of Fayetteville. 
 
 

 
 

















       P.O. Box 4151 | Fayetteville, AR 72702 | www.appleseedsnwa.org 
| contact@appleseedsnwa.org 

 
	  

 
 

 

 

 

On	  Line	  Meeting	  Minutes	  

Friday,	  September	  25,	  2015	  
Via	  Email	  Communications	  

	  
1. MOTION	  ON	  THE	  FLOOR	  : To authorize the chair of the board of Apple Seeds to sign the 

foregoing lease agreement with the City of Fayetteville on behalf of Apple Seeds Inc. 	  
	  
Moved	  by	  Carolyn	  Dux	  
Seconded	  by	  Travis	  Brooks	  
	  
Passed	  with	  no	  objections.	  
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Board	  of	  Directors	  
Travis	  Brooks	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Brittany	  Corn	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Carolyn	  Dux	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Deborah	  Keazer	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Emily	  Collins	  Kell	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Reed	  Luhtanen	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Mandy	  Warren	  

	  

Advisory	  Board	  
Jeanette	  Balleza	  

	  	  Scribe	  Marketing	  

Mark	  Cain	  

	  	  	  Dripping	  Springs	  Garden	  

Allison	  Curtis	  

	  	  	  Parent	  

Jerrmy	  Gawthrop	  

	  	  	  Greenhouse	  Grille	  

Christine	  Haller	  

	  	  	  Parent,	  Leverett	  Elementary	  

Michele	  Halsell	  

	  	  	  Walton	  College	  of	  Business	  

Dr.	  Tara	  Hickmann	  

	  	  	  NWA	  Natural	  Health	  

Rachel	  Huff	  

	  	  	  Parent	  

Alysen	  Land	  

	  	  	  Ozark	  Natural	  Foods	  Coop	  

Betony	  Maringer	  

	  	  	  LaLeche	  League	  

Rachel	  Martin	  

	  	  	  Parent,	  Shaw	  Elementary	  

Martha	  Melendez	  

	  	  	  Parent,	  Butterfield	  School	  

Aimee	  Papazian	  

	  	  	  Fayetteville	  City	  Schools	  

Keaton	  Smith	  

	  	  	  Iberia	  Bank	  
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