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MEETING OF FEBRUARY 3, 2015 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
THRU: Don Marr, Chief of Staff 
 Jeremy Pate, Development Services Director 
  
FROM: Chris Brown, City Engineer 
 
DATE: January 15, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Agreement with SWEPCO for Utility Relocations on Highway 112 (Maple 
Avenue) Between Razorback Road and Garland Avenue 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of an agreement with SWEPCO for utility relocations on Highway 
112 as part of the widening project between Razorback Road and Garland Avenue.  This 
agreement will be paid with federal aid funds (80%) and City matching funds (20%).   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 City Council passed Resolution No. 15-03 on February 4, 2003, approving an Agreement Of 
Understanding with the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD) to design 
and construct Highway 112 (Razorback Road and Maple St.) from MLK Jr. Blvd. to Garland 
Avenue.  The Council also passed Resolution 16-03 authorizing the Mayor to sign any 
agreements necessary to further the project.  This project will provide 4 travel lanes, with turning 
lanes at major intersections, and three new signals. Sidewalks will be provided on both sides. 
The original agreement was for a federal aid funding amount of $1 million.  The agreement has 
been amended twice to add additional funding through the Surface Transportation Program-
Attributable Funds (STP-A).  The current funding allocation, in the amount of $2.4 million in 
federal aid funds matched by $600,000 in local funds, is for the Maple Street portion, between 
Razorback Road and Garland Avenue. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The AHTD has presented the City with contracts for relocation of utilities, based on their Utility 
Accommodation Policy.  Their policy provides for reimbursement to utility companies when they 
are located within private easements, outside of the highway right of way.  Any facilities within 
the right of way must be relocated at the utility’s expense. With this particular contract, 
approximately 89% of the relocations are outside of the right of way; therefore the 
reimbursement percentage is 89.14%.  This reimbursable amount is estimated to be 
$459,392.94. 
 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT: 



 

2 
 

As noted above, federal aid funding is providing 80% of the funding for this work; therefore, the 
City’s share in the $459,392.94 reimbursable amount is $91,878.59.  The reimbursable amount 
of the contract will be paid to the University of Arkansas by the AHTD, and the City will pay our 
share to the AHTD at the time of construction bids for the widening work.  Payment for this work 
is included in the $600,000 matching requirement for the project.  Therefore, no funds should be 
encumbered at this time for this item. 
 
 
Attachments: 
SWEPCO Agreement 
Resolution 15-03 
Resolution 16-03 
AHTD STIP Amendment (Federal Aid Funding Approval) 
 
 


























































































































































