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MEETING OF NOVEMBER 18, 2014 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
THRU: Don Marr, Chief of Staff 
  
FROM: Connie Edmonston, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
DATE: October 22, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Walker Park Senior Activity and Wellness Center Building Lease 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
A resolution approving a lease agreement with the Area Agency on Aging of Northwest 
Arkansas for the Walker Park Senior Activity and Wellness Center building located at 945 South 
College Avenue. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Walker Park Senior Activity and Wellness Center opened in July of 2003 and has been 
under the operations of the Area Agency on Aging of Northwest Arkansas.  The center offers a 
wide range of daily activities and services such as nutrition, recreation, health and wellness 
programs and other services for senior adults.  The center may be used for special events such 
as scheduled meetings of community groups, reunions, receptions, etc. and user fees are 
allowed to be charged for these events.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City’s building lease for the Walker Park Senior Activity and Wellness Center with the Area 
Agency on Aging of Northwest Arkansas is up for renewal on December 31, 2014.  The agency 
has abided by our previous agreement in providing quality programs for our senior citizens; 
therefore, staff recommends continuation of this partnership.  City staff has worked with the 
agency to update the current lease agreement.  Listed below are focal points and changes 
made in the new contract: 
 

1. This lease agreement is for the 2015 calendar year and may be automatically renewed 
for seven years if mutually agreed on by both parties.  The renewal period was changed 
from five to seven years, adding two additional years.   

2. The lease sum is $1.00 per year in exchange for the operations of the building as a 
senior adult center.  

3. The Area on Agency is required to maintain public liability insurance, pay all utility bills 
and provide general maintenance of the facility and area surrounding the center.   

4. The City is responsible for providing building insurance. The City will also be allowed to 
schedule and utilize the center to conduct public or staff meetings.     



 

2 
 

5. The center is designated as an emergency shelter.  Staff of the Walker Park Senior 
Activity and Wellness Center will work with City staff to ensure the center is properly 
functioning as an emergency center.  

 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT: 
The City’s Building Services Division is responsible for repairs to the roof, heating/air units and 
major repairs for electric/plumbing.  The City’s Parks and Recreation Department will provide 
snow removal on the parking lot.  The City will be responsible for Capital Projects over $10,000.  
In 2014, the City is expanding the parking lot at the center.  The 5-Year CIP Plan includes Sales 
Tax Funding in 2015-2017 in the amount of $275,000 to expand and renovate the kitchen in 
order to provide the senior adult nutrition program at the Walker and Hillcrest Towers Centers 
and Meals On Wheels program.   
 
Attachments: 
Building Lease Agreement 
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