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March 12, 2014 

 

Dear Mayor Jordan and Members of the City Council,  

 

We recently learned that the Fayetteville city government is considering a revision of ordinances 

concerning keeping a very limited number of dwarf or pygmy goat breeds within the city limits.  

 

We wanted to offer our thoughts on this issue, since we work as sheep and goat specialists for 

the agricultural nonprofit National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT) in offices located 

on Center Street in downtown Fayetteville.   

 

We both have degrees in Animal Science, have life-long experience raising livestock, and work 

as livestock educators. We know first-hand the many benefits of raising goats. They provide 

nutritious milk, educational experiences for children, and they are enjoyable animals.  

 

Keeping these small breeds of goats in an urban area has benefits but also requires a commitment 

by the owner to raising and managing them responsibly.  Fortunately, there are reliable fencing 

and other control options available for keeping a limited number of small goats where they 

belong. Good fencing is also important for keeping goats protected from predators, including 

dogs. Another key component of responsible ownership is learning about grazing and feeding for 

goats. This is important for keeping goats well fed and on their home ground.  There are many 

resources available to help goat owners learn how to properly care for and manage their goats. If 

this ordinance is adopted, NCAT will offer a “Goat 101” workshop. We will cover fencing, 

shelter, nutrition, and basic health care of goats. We are also available to help answer questions 

about raising goats. NCAT’s ATTRA project offers dozens of small ruminant publications and 

resources (www.attra.ncat.org). 

 

Positive aspects of the proposed ordinance include adequate lot size and required animal 

identification (available from veterinarians) and allowance for more than 1 animal, since goats 

are social and do better with companionship.  Because of the care and commitment involved in 

managing small goats we do not expect large numbers of residents to do this. However, we 

wanted to make the mayor and council aware that excellent local resources and tools exist to help 

urban goat owners to be responsible owners and good neighbors. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Margo Hale 

Southeast Regional Office Director 

Sustainable Livestock Specialist 

 

Linda Coffey 

Small Ruminant Specialist 
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