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eventually allow it to be organized into a full-fledged Historic Structure Report (HSR).
Thus, sections included in the written report would be as follows: I. Table of Conrenrs,
II. Executive Summary, IlL Archirectural Evaluation, IV. Existing Condidons, V.
Proposed'Work (preliminary), VI. Drawings and Photographs.

4. Provide written recommendarions aimed at the emcrgency stabilization of the buildings
along with discussion on one possible phasing stretegy towards their evenrual r"stor"ttn.

5. Provide an early budget for its restoration, tied to the aforementioned phasing srraregy.
This budget will be extremely rough. The primary purpose of the budget is not necessarily
to establish realistic monetary figures, but rather serve in a more important capacity of
listing the fypes of costs a¡d work scope thet will likely be encountered during a
restoration of this kinc{. More realistic budgets can be obtained as project goals and scope
become more clear.

6. Provide photographs explaining existing conditions and supporting recornmendations
made in the report.

7. Contact by phone persons known to have some knowledge of the property. These will
likely be other city staff, special project or committee members or communiry volunreers
orothers. Document conversations.

C. Services Not Included (can be provided as ..Additional Service")

I. Historical Research- Other than researching the building itself on site, no orher research
on the ProPerry records or owner history is planned, such as checking records of historical
societies, history com¡nissions, libraries, etc. . .

2. Archeologz- Thougl-r likely to be recommended in future phases, no archeology is yet
planned.

3. Extensive detailed drawings and realistic renderings- Drawings and renderings provided
will be basic in neture and are intended to give readers a very quick understanding of
existing conditions and theory as to its chronological history. Drawings and renderings are
not yet expected to be developed in great detail. They should be ofsuffìcient quality to
assist in seeking va¡ious granc opportunities.

4. Evaluation of Significance- 'We do not yet plan on investigating the properry's historical
significance, though it is obvious to us all that we arc clexly working on a very old
struch¡re. The City might choose to contect the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
to assist in making a determination. An Historic Structure Report (HSR) might
eventually be needed as e means to establish significance and eventually guide irs
restoration. A thorough HSR is not included.

5. Any additional work, budgets, drawings, site visits not specifically rcfened,to in paragraph
B "Atchitectural Services Included" above.

D. Proiect Schedule

No schedule has yet been established thought it is assumed to be as soon as precrical. In
consideration of the fact that the building is exposed to the elements, services provided will be
treated with sense ofurgency.
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Established in 2006, Ruby Architects is guided by a strong belief in learning the lessons of the 
past as a means to design better structures today.  Devoted to restoration and the adaptive re-use of 
historic buildings and sites, we have gained an appreciation for the built environment entrusted to 
our generation exhibiting exceptional design, craftsmanship and attention to detail.  Led by the 
firm’s principal and founder, Aaron C. Ruby, AIA, LEED AP, the firm’s work is informed through 
research and well executed classical design and traditionally inspired styles of  architecture.   

Being a conscientious professional firm we take our responsibilities very seriously and work hard to 
satisfy our clients.  The end product of the owner/architect collaboration is a design on paper that 
not only reflects the owner’s goals, and fits within budget, but is also properly communicated and 
represented to the contractor in the form of well-drawn and thoroughly detailed documents.   
During construction, we remain involved and work to communicate the desire for high standards.

Although historic preservation is our specialty, we are also involved in custom residential and 
commercial projects, which helps us stay familiar with the latest building codes, standards, materials 
and systems.

It is our long-term vision and goal to become one of the state’s leading architectural firms through 
unsurpassed service and commitment to timeless and informed traditional building design through 
the continuing study and understanding of  historic structures and their enduring qualities. 

Ruby Architects Inc. is a member of  the following organizations; and the first architectural firm in 
Arkansas to join this organization (*):

American Institute of  Architects, Arkansas Chapter     Little Rock Chamber of  Commerce
National Trust for Historic Preservation      Little Rock Downtown Partnership
International Network for Traditional Building,      Quapaw Quarter Association
  Architecture & Urbanism, U.S.A. Chapter*     
Institute of  Classical Architecture & Classical America*
Historic Preservation Alliance of  Arkansas

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.

 RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.    300 SPRING BUILDING, #715,  LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201      (501) 374-7829     www.rubyarchitects.com
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Ruby Architects, Inc., established in 2006, is located in downtown 
Little Rock at 300 Spring Building, Suite 715.   This excellent 
location in central Arkansas provides for easy travel to project sites 
and  meetings around the state.  Our office space allows us to 
meet with clients in an open studio type setting, or we can 
accommodate a group in our conference room for more private 
meetings.   Our product library provides for quick and easy 
reference of material selections, colors and finishes.  All project 
work is conducted in our private office suite which is secured after 
hours. 

Ruby Architects has a LEED accredited professional on staff to 
provide our clients with the latest in energy efficient design.

With over 25 years of combined experience in planning, design, 
historic analysis, and new construction administration, the team of 
Ruby Architects brings a wealth of knowledge to any new project.  
It is our hope to assist you in making your project a place for 
realizing the importance of yesterday, while preparing for 
tomorrow.

Staff
 
The staff  of  Ruby Architects includes:

Mr. Aaron C. Ruby, AIA, LEED AP, principal and owner of the 
firm, responsible for all day to day activities including quality 
control.     
Mr. Jeremiah Russell, Assoc. AIA, intern architect, provides 
project design assistance from the beginning phases through 
completed drawings.
Ms. Veronica Lilly, CSI, CDT, office/contract manager. She has a 
background in construction management, and is responsible for 
contracts, office accounting, construction administration and 
general office management.
Ms. Taylor Desens, CSI, CDT, administrative assistant. She assists 
with specification writing, website maintenance, and various 
project assignments.   
 

 

Ruby Architects can provide 
services for a wide variety of  
projects:

*Planning
*Higher Education
*Medical    
*Condition Assessment
*Libraries    
*Retail
*Historic Preservation and 
  Restoration   
*Corporate
*Feasibility Studies
*Residential

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.  

                   RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.   300 SPRING BUILDING #715,   LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS         (501) 374-7829             www.rubyarchitects.com

   Office Size, Location, and Personnel   
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A graduate of  the University of  Arkansas architecture program in 1997, 
Mr. Ruby founded Ruby Architects Inc. in March, 2006.  
Professional experience gained in over fifteen years of  practice give the 
firm’s founding principal a wide range of  project experience.  
Mr. Ruby became a LEED Accredited Professional in 2009.

Awards
2011 Award for Outstanding New Construction in an Historic Setting
    for the William Woodruff  Printshop
Cyrus Sutherland Historic Preservation Alliance Scholarship, Spring 1997

Organizations
American Institute of  Architects, Member
National Trust for Historic Preservation, Member
Historic Preservation Alliance of  Arkansas, Board Member 2006-2010, 
and Current Member

Little Rock Visitors Foundation, Board Member, 2010-current
Design Review Committee for Capitol Zoning District, 2011-current
Scott Volunteer Fire District, Board Member & Fire Fighter, 2012-current
 

Representative Historic Project Experience  
• Rehabilitation of  the Historic Tushek Building, Lake Village, Arkansas
• Rehabilitation of  the Dyess Administration Building, Dyess, Arkansas
• Restoration of  the Johnny Cash boyhood home, Dyess, Arkansas
• Stabilization & Restoration of  Historic Dyess Theatre
• Pulaski County Courthouse, various projects
• Pulaski County, other existing buildings, on-going projects
• A Reconstruction of  the 1823 William Woodruff  Print Shop, Little              
          Rock, Arkansas
• New private residence & historic barn renovation, Warren, Arkansas
• A Remodel of  the Historic Cook Building, North Little Rock, Arkansas
• P. Allen Smith’s Garden Home, Roland, Arkansas
• Campus Historic Preservation Master Plan, University of  Arkansas, 

Fayetteville, Arkansas
• Black River Technical College, master plan and multi building remodel, 

Pocahontas, Arkansas
• Newton County Courthouse renovations, Jasper, Arkansas
• Chicot County Courthouse re-roof, Lake Village, Arkansas
• Faulkner Performing Arts, historic consultant, U of  A, Fayetteville, AR
• Blacksmith Shop, Historic Arkansas Museum, Little Rock, Arkansas
• Condition assessments for Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
• On-call architect for Historic Arkansas Museum

REGISTRATION
Individual:  Arkansas 
#3325
Corporate:  Arkansas 
#C-439

EDUCATION
University of  Arkansas, 
Bachelor of  Architecture, 
May 1997

University of  Illinois,   
Atelier Architecture    
Program, Summer 1990

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.

   RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.    300 SPRING BUILDING, #715,  LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201     (501) 374-7829     www.rubyarchitects.com
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Owner:  University of Arkansas

Facilities Management Planning Group

Contact: Jay Huneycutt

Preserving the 

Past, 

Preparing for 

the Future

After a competitive selection 
process, involving several 
nationally recognized design 

firms, the U of A selected 
Ruby Architects, Inc. and its 

team of consultants, Lord 
Aeck & Sargent of Atlanta, 
Georgia and The Jaeger 

Company of Gainsville, 
Georgia, a historic 

landscapes consultant, to 
assist the University with the 
preparation of a Campus Historic Preservation Plan funded by a grant received 

from The Getty Foundation. 

The project involved the listing of 18 historic structures on the National Register 

of Historic Places as well as preparation of a plan that helps facilities personnel 
recognize and maintain character defining features on historic properties.  This 
includes the writing of maintenance guidelines as well as hands-on training 

workshops coordinated by the team.  The project also integrates students 
interested in historic preservation to assist with the process.  

This master plan promises to be an invaluable tool in assisting the University to 
recognize its historic structures and features that have defined ‘sense of place’ 
for over a century.  

The project was awarded the 2009 Outstanding Achievement in Preservation 
Education by the Historic Preservation Alliance of Arkansas.

We currently have an on-call contract with the University, and are working on 
plans to preserve or restore some of the oldest sections of the senior walk in 

front of Old Main.

Project characteristics

• The comprehensive document is 

approximately 1,000 pages in length.

• Assisted University in numerous 

National Register listing additions.

• Recommended the core of campus be 

listed as a National Historic District 

(listed September, 2008)

• Provided training workshops on 

masonry restoration & window repair.

• Integrated student activity.

• Project Size: N/A

• Project budget:  $170,000.00

• Project bid:  $170,000.00

• Completion- Winter 2008

• On-Call, Current to 2015

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.

 RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.    300 SPRING BLDG. #715, LITTLE ROCK,  AR 72201      (501) 374-7829     www.rubyarchitects.com

University of Arkansas Historic Preservation Master Plan
Fayetteville, Arkansas
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Client:  Historic Arkansas Museum, 
Department of Arkansas Heritage

Contact:  Bill Worthen, Director

1823 William E. Woodruff Print Shop

Reconstruction of an Arkansas Landmark

In 1823, William E. Woodruff settled in Little Rock after 
moving from Arkansas Post where he established the 
“Arkansas  Gazette” newspaper just four years earlier.  This 
project entails reconstructing the two-story, brick masonry 
building that Woodruff built to house his  printing press 
along with other business ventures.  By piecing together 
information from many resources, such as old drawings 
and photos, letters  written from its  occupants as  well as 
archeology, a complete picture of how the building looked 
and functioned emerges.

Building it from scratch, however, brings  challenges such 
as meeting current building codes and concealment of 
modern mechanical and electrical systems.  ADA 
accessibility is  also necessary.  Today it represents Little 
Rock’s oldest building.    

This project won the 2011 Award for Outstanding New 
Construction in an Historic Setting, from the Historic 
Preservation Alliance of Arkansas.

Project characteristics

• Involved intense research in historic documents 
• Knowledge of authentic period details
• Careful study of Arkansas’ oldest historic buildings in addition to 

traveling to Virginia to study 1820’s period structures
• Assisted owner in ensuring quality control despite publicly-bid 

project
• Many custom features including hardware, brick, paint & millwork.
• Services include writing of Historic Structures Report.

A New 1840’s Period Blacksmith Shop

Small Details Make It Real

A period-correct and fully functioning blacksmith shop 
from early nineteenth-century Arkansas  was built to 
educate visitors  about the important craft of 
blacksmithing.

Design of the structure required careful research so that 
it revealed a regional, vernacular flavor.  It was 
important that the structure appear as if the blacksmith 
himself designed and built his  own structure, not an 
architect.  Individual artisans and craftsmen were 
consulted during the design process to assist with the 
planning including numerous blacksmiths, timber 
framers and masons.

       
A brick forge, complete with handcrafted bellows and 
an iron tuyere is the centerpiece of the building. 

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.

 RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.    300 SPRING BLDG., #715, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201   (501) 374-7829     www.rubyarchitects.com

Woodruff Print Shop & A Blacksmith Shop
Little Rock, Arkansas
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Owner:  Arkansas State University

Contact:  Dr. Ruth Hawkins

Restoring a Small Town’s Spiritual Center

The Dyess Administration Building has been an ongoing  
rehabilitation of a 1930’s historic structure, accomplished in 
phases which were funded by grants from the ANCRC. The 
first phase was a roof replacement using wood shingles to 
resemble the original roofing material discovered in the attic.  
This work was completed in January, 2008.

Subsequent phases will complete the restoration of both the 
exterior and interior.  RAI provided bidding documents for 
each phase.  It is hoped that this building that once served 
as the town center for all its business activities, can once 
again serve the town with new offices for city hall as well as 
space for interpretive history.  One of Dyess’ most famous 
residents, Johnny Cash, spent his boyhood years here.  

Current plans are underway for restoring the Theatre Facade 
and adding a stage near the Administration building for 
outdoor events.

Gone But Not Forgotten

The boyhood home of Johnny Cash was part of what was 
originally known as Dyess Colony, established in 1934 as a 
farming community intended to help struggling Arkansas 
farmers through the years following the Great Depression.

Before photo courtesy of the Cash Family.

   

After - completed 2013.

   

The project was partially funded by a concert organized by 
Arkansas State University and the Cash family.  Property 
was acquired by ASU, and the restoration will include 
significant repairs to the foundation, the roof, windows and 
doors.  The interior will also be restored to 1940’s period 
including furnishings.  We worked closely with surviving 
Cash family members to ensure accuracy of details.  The 
home will be one component to the larger effort of restoring 
other original Dyess Colony structures.

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.

 RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.    300 SPRING BLDG. #715, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201      (501) 374-7829     www.rubyarchitects.com

Dyess Colony Administration Building & A Restoration 
of Johnny Cash’s Boyhood Home
Dyess, Arkansas
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Owner:  City of Dyess, Arkansas

Contact:  Mayor Larry Sims

The Show Must Go-On!

Ruby Architects, Inc. is assisting the City of Dyess and Arkansas State University, in 

rehabilitating what remains of the ca. 1950’s movie theatre located downtown Dyess.  

Using historical photographs to guide the team, as well as the sharp memory of 

town residents that frequented the building in their teens, the facade of the Dyess 

Theatre will be restored to its original appearance, including the ticket stand and the 

marquee, while the majority of the building within will be new construction so as to 

meet modern needs, code and convenience.  JoAnne Cash, the younger sister of 

music legend Johnny Cash, recalls fond memories of joining her older brother J.R. 

(as he was known then) on his dating experiences at this theatre.

Project characteristics

• Severely deteriorated structure leaves 

only the original facade intact.  Steps 

have been taken to stabilize what 

remains for future rehabilitation.

• A flexible plan will allow for showing of 

films, holding community events and 

other functions.

• Assisted owner in budgeting and 

preparing schematic drawings for 

seeking grants.

• Associated with recent master planning 

efforts by Arkansas State University

• Virtual renderings by Painter Meriman.

• Project Size:  9,000 s.f.

• Project budget:  $950,000.00

• Estimated completion- 

Winter, 2013

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.

 RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.    300 SPRING BUILDING #715  LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201    (501) 374-7829     www.rubyarchitects.com

Dyess Theatre
Dyess, Arkansas
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Owner:  Pulaski County

Contact: Ms. Jean Pope, Purchasing

Service to Client

Arguably one of  the most important and beautifully designed and built 
structures in Little Rock is the Pulaski County Courthouse.  Our firm has been 
fortunate to have been involved in numerous projects in the Courthouse over the 
years including slate roof  replacement, exterior granite and limestone repairs and        
re-pointing, new storm windows and wood window repair.  On the interior, we 
have worked on adding jury boxes in historic courtrooms, provided consulting on 
energy and hvac related improvements while protecting the integrity of  historic 
materials and spaces.  Most recently, we are underway on the replacement of  the 
100-year old skylight over the top of  the Tiffany stained glass dome in the 
rotunda.  To complete this work, we searched out and hired the most experienced 
consultants in the business to deliver the highest level of  skill and 
professionalism.

We have also assisted in obtaining grants and coordinating with officials from 
preservation agencies.  Our success with the county on the historic courthouse 
building has led to other projects with the County, including work in the 
Administration Building, Criminal Justice Building and Coroner’s Lab.

Project characteristics

• Involved research into appropriate 

specification, detailing and installation 

methods for a traditional slate roof.

• Knowledge of existing conditions, 

searching for sources of leaks and 

prioritizing work scope.

• Preparation of budgets.

• Assisted owner in ensuring quality 

control despite publicly-bid project.

• Project Size: Various

• Project budget:  $100,000 to           

$1 Million

 

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.
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Pulaski County Courthouse  
Little Rock, Arkansas
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Client:  Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

Contact: Brian Driscoll

In order to preserve an aging building, one must first understand the needs of the structure.  A condition assessment is a 

crucial step in identifying priorities in order to proceed with saving significant historic buildings.  Ruby Architects, Inc. was 

selected by a competitive qualifications process to provide condition assessment reports on multiple historic properties for the 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program (AHPP).  Properties visited and studied include:

Norman Public Library-  With a failing roof, this small yet 

significant building occupies a prominent place in the small town 

of Norman, Arkansas.  It boasts to be the “smallest public library 

in the United States.”  RAI completed a condition assessment 

report to verify problems associated with the roof and prepare 

recommendations and a budget estimate. 

Mt. Zion Baptist Church-  Located in Brinkley, Arkansas, this 

wonderful brick church, constructed in 1909 has a simple 

rectangular design augmented by gothic fenestration and brick 

corbel details.  In desperate need of brick repair and 

restoration, RAI also made recommendations on the 

foundation, the roof, windows & doors and ADA accessibility.

Mt. Moriah Masonic Lodge #18-  Located in a small community named Lisbon, outside 

of El Dorado, Arkansas, is a large wood frame building built in the 1850’s.  The  ground 

level is completely open and contains a large meeting room space for the community.  

The upstairs is accessed by a very steep stair and contains a kitchen (added in the 

mid-20th century) as well as meeting space for Masonic rituals.  There is a high level of 

original materials still present, inside & out and the fact that it is still used for its original 

purpose is astounding.  It is an extremely rare structure in Arkansas and was recently 

named to the list of Arkansas’ most endangered historic properties by the Historic 

Preservation Alliance of Arkansas. 

RAI provided an in-depth assessment of all of the building’s components.

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.
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Condition Assessments for Various Historic Properties
Arkansas
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Owner:  City of Lake Village 

Contact: JoAnne Bush, Mayor

Early Steps in Revitalizing a Downtown

Occupying a prominent corner 
along Main Street, is the 1906 

John L. Tushek building.   

The project employs the latest 

energy efficient hvac system, 
energy-star rated windows 
and glazing while keeping the 

historic wood storefronts.  EPA 
WaterSense plumbing fixtures 

and efficient lighting have also 
been used.  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Original materials such as 
existing wood doors and 
frames, hardware and trim 

have been re-used to the 
greatest extent possible.  

Project characteristics

•Made possible by grants from the      

  USDA and Department of Energy.

•LEED Certified. 

•Project Size: 8,400 sf

•Project Budget:  $1.3 Million

•Completion- Summer 2012

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.
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A Rehabilitation of the Historic Tushek Building
Lake Village, Arkansas
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Owner:  P. Allen Smith

Contact: Ward Lile, Creative Director

Research of Period Details
Though just recently constructed, P. Allen Smith’s Garden Home is rooted in the idea  

of building a new home using modern materials and sustainable practices in a more 

traditional manner.  The home was designed in the Greek Revival style, popular in 

Arkansas in the 1850’s when the farm on which the home now rests, was first home-

steaded.  

The project required intense architectural research through study of photographs 

from historic properties as well as popular builder’s guides commonly used in the 

1850’s, such as Asher Benjamin’s “The 

American Builder’s Companion”.  Great 

effort was taken to conceal the 

sophisticated mechanical and electrical 

systems to maintain a historic 

appearance on the interior.  Ruby 

Architects, Inc. assisted P. Allen Smith & 

Associates in the documentation and 

detailing of the project.  

Project characteristics

• Involved research and intimate 

knowledge of appropriate details of the 

Greek Revival style.

• Assisted in materials specification.

• Coordinated custom window & shutter 

sizes and coursing of brick masonry.

• Assisted builder in coordination of 

sophisticated building systems so as to 

conceal modern devices to greatest 

extent possible.

• Provided numerous drawings and 

details, in full scale, to allow proper 

study and proportioning of custom 

materials and moldings.

• Project Size:  8,000sf

• Project budget:  Private

• Project bid:  Private

• Completion- Fall 2008

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.
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P. Allen Smith’s Garden Home Retreat 
Pulaski County, Arkansas
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For approximately ten years, employed with the firm of Witsell Evans & Rasco, the founder and principal of Ruby Architects, 

Inc. was heavily involved in the design, detailing, coordination and project management of significant projects throughout the 

state of Arkansas.  Projects included high profile historic restorations for such structures as the three shown.

Top -Lakeport Plantation (circa 1859) Chicot County.  Lower left - A. M. Crouch House (circa 1857), Hempstead County.       

Lower Right - 1874 Courthouse, Hempstead County.

RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.

 RUBY ARCHITECTS, INC.    300 Spring Building #715  Little Rock, AR  72201      (501) 374-7829     www.rubyarchitects.com
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